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PREFACE.

Samardoganasitradbidea is a work on architecturs, It
means, literally, an architeet of homan dwellings and deals with
the planning of towns and villages, building of hounses, halla
and palaces as well ns machines of varions kinds.

The edition is based on the following three manuscriptst-

(M Tie manasceipt marked %, belonging o the
Central  Library, Baroda, which runs up to a
certain  portion in the %2nd adhyaya but is
wanting in 19 fulios, sl which was copied, as
mentioned in the coluphon, in Guanvat 1584,

(@ The manuscript marked ® helonging to the same
library, which runsup toa portion in the 55th
wdh yaya.

(3) The manuseript murked 7, obtained on loan
from the Bhawdar ot Pagtan, which rune up to
u portion ok the 489th adbyaya but is wanting in
10 folivs and whieh appears tobe of the same
age as the first,

These manusceipts are full of errors and not very legible
To examine them for the press was a very difficult task. The
first 54 adbynyas are now issued as the first volume while the
remaining adhyoayas are in the press and will be published
betore long as the second volume,

An exhanstive table of contents is préfixed to this volume
a perusal of which will give anidea of all the subjects imbedded
in it.

The work treats of the construetion of cities, palaces and
mapsicns with greater clearncss of expression and wealth of
details than any other available work of Silpa Sastra, The 31st
chapter eontaing deseriptions of varions kinds of machines that
are not found in other Silpa works, such as the elephant machine
(maey), wooden bird-machine travelling in the sky(sSmifd-
gwaes), wooden vimany machine flying in the air (STETITIEE-
rafgmaae), door-keeper muchine  (@rRmege), soldier machine
(qiw3) ete,
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Generally, the langoage of the extant Silpa works s
ungrammaticaly but the present work s feee from wrammatical
solecisms and written mostly in a sweet and beautifnl seyle.
The wark will prove to be of immense henefit to students of
Indian architeeture as well a2 to those whoe wish to follow id
im practice.

The author of the work, s mentioned in it, is Maharaja-
dhirnja Sri Bhojadeva who i3 probably the same DBhoja of
Dhara who ruled over Malwa in the fivst part of the 1L1th
century A. Dsand to whom many important works are azcribed
such as, Sringhraprakisa (Alankara) and Saesswatikanthi-
bherana (V yakarana).

T. Ganapati Sastri.
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